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Devastation Described as “"Incredible’” in Flood-Stricken Areas

HOWEVER. .."IF THERE'S ANYTHING THEY DON'T NEED" IN THE AREA...IT'S SPECTATORS AND CURIOSITY
SEEKERS WITHOUT SPECIFIC TASKS; SUCH ACTIVITY INTERFERES WITH RESCUE AND REHABILITATION WORK

In an effort to determine
how Lynchburg GE and its
employees might make a fur-
ther contribution toward re-
lieving the distress in the
flood-ravaged areas of Amherst
and Nelson Counties, a tour
has been mede by & team from
Employee and Community Rela-
tions to contact officials
and volunteer workers at work
in the area, The team heard
much praise and gratitude for
the efforts of so many people
who have helped out already,
and alsc a plea Tor specta-
tors and curiosity seekers
without specific tasks to
stay out of the area. Today,
and possibly tomorrow, &s
space permits, the Newe will
publish photos and word pic- RUBBLE AT THE BRIDGE AT MASSIE'S MILL provides mute testimony

tures brought back by the of the destruction wrought by the flood waters in the early
EECR team...as follows: morning hours of August 20. Countless similar scenes exist.
Approaching the Buffalo Riwver, lack of cataloging and storage." Mill to the Lovingston Command Post.
past the Amherst Circle, "Check Point Howsver, it {8 cleer that accumilat-
Charlie,” manned by State Police ing and cataloging of clothing lor Meeting three funeral processions
{permitting only authorized persomns needs later this year is a worth- en route provided a grim reminder
through), you get your first picture while project. Men's, women's and that the priority Job at heasdguarters
af the incredible force and depth of children's underelothing is cited as is still "search-and-rescus” of flood
the water that came through the eren, one growing need, victims, yet a discussion with the
uprooting everything in its path, Federal agencies, state Civil Defense
and creating huge mudslides. The magnificent Job by the Btate and county authorities showed that
Highway Department crevs, supple-— progress is being made toward coordi-
Massie's Mill, Tyro, Roseland, mented by private contractors, mads nating the housing, feeding, trans-
Lovingeton, and the Devis Cresk-- posgible & dirsct trip from Massis's portation and the many deteils of
Woods' Mill area north of Lovingston reclamation work.

all suffered heavy losses, yet emer-
gency relief hed been provided from
the beginning by a corps of voluntesr
vorkers and helicopter and communica-
tion services. By early this wveek
the areas were open t0 autcmobile
traffic and telephone lines were
working in parallel with emergency
radio communicetion.

The Salvation Army, Lynchburg and
area Hescue Squads, and the Red Cross
were all at wvarious locetions carry-
ing out their assignments.

Everywhere pralses were high for
portable radio egquipment. The head-
quarters people at Lovingston were
most grateful for this egquipment and
Virtually everyvhere the request people from Lynchburg OF s well as




DEVASTATTION. o v v vensvsa (Comtinued)

Club, gince this was the only means
of comeunicating until telephone
service could be restored.

While they discouraged bringing
more clothing into the area umtil
storage facilities and individual
needs can be determined, the long-
range needs will ba great.

Employees are encouraged to work
through the church, eivie club or
UGF agency of their choice. These
egencies will in time integrate their
efforts with county and state muthor-
itles to get the right aid to the
right place as needed.

Mesnwhile, unless you're connected
with a group that has a specific
asgignment or lost relatives in the
ATeR...¥o0u can help most by staying
pwny from the area until the rescue
operations are complete and all

the roeds are open for traffic. .

¥REE CHILDREN'S TICKETS TO "SCHOLAR-
SHIF NIGHT® AT CITY STADIUM AVAILABLE

A limited nurber of children's
tickets are mvailable Tor the Lyn—
Sox game Fridey night at Clty
Stadium at T:45 p.m. Free prizes
will be given, including a pony
snd scholarship.

Stop by the Employee Store today
for your tickets.

DON'T FORGET. ..IMPORTANT BLOODMOBILE
TODAY AT LYNCHBURG GENERAL HOSPITAL

Area blood supplies are low, and
there's an important Bloodmobile wisit
today st the LGH Nurbes' Residence,

12 poon to 6 p.m. Maybe you can make
a donation after work? Another
Ploodmobile visit is planned for

Sept. & at the Presidential Motor Ian.
TUESDAY yELLoW LEAGUE FINAL STANDINGS

Pointse

Blackburn (9)/Pickeral (13)
Fanning (11)/Lehmann (B)
Thyberg (1h)/Ragan (B) 13
Jakohowskl [12)/Lightner (17}
MeCanna (17)/Cates (9}
Garnsey (17)/Taylor (1B)

%

=

30.5
12.5
Low Net {70) Blackburn/Pickerml

MONDAY HED LEAGUE FINAL STANDINGS

Points
Joe Beid/Ed Mitchell, Sr. 33.5
Bob Harper/Bill Stone 33
Falph Btaton/Lecn Wiley 3l
Dele Rayle/Gordon Bowyer 29

Dean Shelton/Joe Phillippe 25
Charles McKeag/Ray Ugron 22.5
Lew Gallion/Paul Scheib 22

HASSIE'S MILL
Amid the Tub-
ble, the S5al-
vation Army
ministers to
stricken fam—
ilies.

LOVINGSTON
Command Post.
The Lynchburg
Life Saving
and Firsc Aid
Crew is on
the job.

AMERICAN RED
CROSS disaster
relief head-
quarters in
Nelson County

High School.

THE OE TENNIS TEAM defeated Babeock
& Wileox 10 matches to 4 on Tuesday,
August 26. This was the second win
of the year over BEW. GSingles
winners for GE were: Fred McWane,
Steve Lehmmnn, Larry Marcy, Bill
Bogers, Bill Hall, Bill Figel, Bill
Sneddsn end Cary Gill. GE doubles
winners were: Rogers/Figel and
Snedden/Gi11.

GENERAL ELECTRIC STOCK closed yester-
day at 03-1/2, wp 1/B.

TUESDAY GOLD LEAGUE FINAL STANDINGS

Foints
¥pyerett (6)/Beatrice (9) 33
#cumby (9)/Poston {10) 33
Morley (6)/Minkler (8) 3.5
Goolsby (7)/Martin (8) 30
Bryant (&)/Eubank (12) 27
Leyne [6)/Simpson (T) 26

Hutehison (11)/&ckley (11) 23
Lukanieh (8)/Williems (11) 20.5

e PFRY e P mde -

The first fell meeting of the
General Electric Englineers Wives
Club will take place at B:00 p.m.
September 2 in Guaker Memorial
Presbyterian Church.

The program will be "Find Your
Thing". It is to feature discussions
by representatives of Fish, Red
Cross, 5th Regional Juvenile Detention
Home, Virginis League of Planned
Parenthood and the Volunteer Coordi-
nator for the Lynchburg Public School
System ss to ways the GEEWC can
contribute to their Programs,

Mrs. John Denny, Chairsan of Com-
munity Services for the club, is in

charge of the program.

G -

i Safety First to Last
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FEMHANTE OF A PACKING HOUSE swept
gcross the highway at Massie's Mill.

HELICOPTER AND RUBBLE near the Com-
mand Post at Lovingston, Virginig.

General Eleetric employees from
throughout the United States have been
expressing concern sbout the plight
of hurricene and flood victims on the
Gulf Coast and in Virginia, according
to a telegram received here from GE
headquarters in New York.

The message stated that as soon
88 the news reached Company locations
in New York and Pennsylvania, for
example, employees had begun to form
comnittees to assist thelr fellow em—
ployees down Bouth, and by last Sundey
(Aug. 24) a truck load of medical
supplies, food and clothing donated
by OE people in Fhiladelphia had
arrived for use by OE employees at
Bay S5t. Louils, Mississippi.

GE operates the Management Tech-
nical Gerviees Department at Bay S5t.
Louis, and its 1200 employees lived
there and at FPast Christimn snd Gulf-

port.

An egtimated 130 employee homes
in the Bay 5t. Louis ares suffered
either totel destruction or major
damage .

; 1969

Company-Wide Concern Expressed for Disaster
Victims on Gulf Coast and Hene 4n Virnginia

Among the homeless is John R. Pleard,
METD General Mansger. When Camille
had moved on, he took persongl charge
of the clean-up crews supporting the
HABA effort to clear highways.

This week Picerd had high praise for
all members of his organizetion. He
cited those employees who worked around
the clock both at the plant and in ad-
Jacent communities. Many, he said,
drove themselves beyond the limit of
endurance, trying to bring ordsr out
of confusion, and by pitching in to ren-
der all possible mid to those less for-
tunate than themselwves.

And, he said, he knew of numerocus
cagses where GE people had performed
acts of heroism, risking their lives
in the flood waters to rescue other
employees or neighbors. He told of
one employee, Dave Wieting, who held
two elderly people above water for
five hours during the peak storm and
the flood that followed.

Thers were many other examples of

{Ses (YWPANY-WIDE CONCERN......P.2)

Gerny Kious To Head Newly-Created Data
Communication Engineerning Sub-Section

Crestion of & new Date Communica-
ticn Engineering Bub-Section, and the
naming of Gerry Kious as its Manager,
is being snnounced todey by CFD
Engineering Manager Dave Finkerton.

The new subsection will come into
belng September 1, and its purpose is
“to concentrate in one area the data
communication engineering activities
of the Telecommunication Products
Department " according to Dave.

(A= anpnounced previously, CFD be-
comes TFD Beptember 1, and on the
zame date Dave Pinkerton becomes
Mansger of the Power Line Carrier
erat] a3 well ax econtinuing to
is Acting Manager of Engineer-
ing for TPD. )

Gerry, vho has been Manager of
hpplication Engineering for the past
ar . will coptinue to serve in this

Gerry says that the newly-created
sub-section will work closely with
the Data Products Marketing group
under Wayne Evans and & similar
group in menufacturing "to enablae
the Department to participate more
heavily in the growing data communi-
cation business.™

A native of South Mound, Kansas,
Gerry holds the degree in
electrical engineering from the
University of Michigan.

Joining OF in 1548, Gerry held
assignments in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
and Syracuse, N.¥Y., before moving to
Lynchburg in 1959 when CFD was moved

hare.

He has held varled engineering
asslgnments with the Company, in-
eluding project leader on several
communication projects, as well as

Marnssar i 1itawms Tandrmant Frelnssr-

PGV
.

-

ipg and Manager-Trensmigsion Systems
and Equipment Engineering.

Gerry is a Registered Professional
Engineer in the state of Virginis
gnd is & member of the IEEE.



MPANY-WIDE CONCERN EXPRESSED FOR L

coursge and endursnce and unusual per-
formance.

"pfter the storm,” Pleard noted that,
"meny of our people performed, and are
continmuing to perform such tasks a3
searching for bodies, manning communi-
eation posts, driving ambulances and
emargency vehicles, or dispensing food.’

The trustees of the Company's Emer-
geney Ald Plan were guick to respond
to the needs of GE people in the dis-
aster areas. E. 5. Willis, Manmger-
Exployee Benefits, has notified all
Employee Relations Manegers that the
trustees have spproved a change in the
Plan expressly for this disaster case.

The change permits loans and grants
to hourly mnd non-exempt employees to
exceed the former $500 limit, each
golng up to $1,500, for a total of
£3,000. Service reguirements are re-
duced from one year to 30 days. At

. (Continued)

Additionally, the Company is also
attempting to provide such differing
garvices as emergency leghl counseling
and sdvice and the renovation of elec-

trical applisnces demaged by the storm.

Medical Systems Department, Mil-
waukes , has donated for use through-
put the emergency, & battery-powered
mobile ¥-rey unit. It wes alrlifted
last wesk to Hancock County Hospital,
Bay &t. Anne, Miseissippi.

Mizsissippl GE menagement 2lso
wvorked closely with Jackson M.
Baleh, HASA's Misslasippi Test
facility menager, his deputy, Henry
F. Auter, apnd with senlor officials
of the Boeing Company and Nerth
Mmerican Rockwell Corporation in
coordinating relief efforts at the
test feellity and in the Gulfl area.

Joint tesk forces were established
to supervise housing, community sup-

GE Stock closed at 83 3/L.

The Company-wide roundup of activ-
ity and concern sbout the recent dis-
aster states that assistance plans
are under consideration at Company
headquarters to meet pressing problems
of smployees affected by the [lood
conditicns.

The word from Bay B5t. Lowis——like
the Nelson County area here--is that
food and clothing ere not needed at
present. BSopplies from the Red Croas
and from Federal agencles have arrived
in sbundance, acsording to the report
and, Tor the time being at least,
storage Bnd ceataloging are the main
effarts.

Put, for the future, it will be
& long, hard pull es families get
rehebilitated. They'll keep on needing
the concern and sssistance of all of
us a5 ¥We support the organized
dismaster relief efforts of our churches

METD applications for loans and grants port, employee sid and site restore- eivie clubs, and United Givers' Fund
are getiing repid processing. tiom., agencies ipn the months ahead.
ELECTRONICS I ALS0 TO BE OFFERED... and Thursday nighte from 6:30 p.m.

to LD'. ':!|:| ;Jaﬂl.- lnﬂividunls i[Lt\?‘TEST—Ed |"':}URTE OF HINE PAID HC'LIF'A‘IIS THIS YEAR

The Adult Pducation office of the
Lynehburg Public Schools has announced
thet the Electronles I course will
be offered this Fall. The course
will be taught in the E. C. Glass
ghop on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

may register now and through Sept.

5 from B8:30 &.m. daily and from T:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on all nights.
Registration will teke place in the
School Administration Bullding, 11th
and Court Streets, G45-0051.

ARE GOME FHOTDS MADE IN

THE MASSIE'S

MILL AREA BY MED PRODUCT SERVICE

ltBI'HEEEHTATI‘FE DAN CHANDLER:

IS COMING UP THIS MONDAY (LABOR DAY)

Just in case it's slipped anyone's
mind, Monday is a paid holidsy for GE
employees——the fourth of nine this
year--so this will be a long holiday
wveekend.

It's encoursging that we can look
forward to five more deys off with
pey this year...and these days are
"bunched" together at two populer haoli-
day sessons: We'll be off Thursday
through Sunday, Hovember 2T through
30, for Thanksgiving...and Wednesday,
Decamber 24 through Sunday, December
28 for Christmas.

Have a nice veskend...and make sure
you're back safe and sound Tuesday,
September 2.

TRADING POST

For Bale: Dachsbund pupples, 3 momths
old, black, 2 females. $35/each.
Call 3Bh-1hbL2

we."6A Honda, 350 model, $37h.
BL5-1493 after 5:00 p.m.
v+« "68 Triumph motorcycle 250 cec, axc.
cond. Call Bh7-k352 after 5:00 p.m.

Call

...Portable sterso with speakers. $L0.
Call 239-7218 after 5:00 p.m.
«+Camping trailer. Reasoneble. Call

Brockneal, Va., 3T6-252k.
."6T Mustang VB, Auto., power steer=-

ing. $1500. Call 235-9f22

. V62 Ford Galaxie, stra:'.ght shift,
new tires, 28,000 mi. $550. Call
VI 6-2965 after £:00 p.m.

."66 Ford pickup, LB,000 mi., exc.
tires &k mech. cond. $995. Call 946-
80883 efter L:30 p.m.

.."65 Chev. Impala conv., 327, st.
drive, exc. cond. Must sell, golng

back to schosl. Call 239-L53H.
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Governor Godwin Salutes Lynchburg General Electric People
For Assistance in Relief Communications in Recent Disaster

D

Hiiin [ Gowes, b
Toviemsgs

|
]
|
Mr. R. P. Gifford
Ganeral Manager
' Commmication Systems Division
General Elsctric Company
z Mountain View Road
Lynchburg, Virginia 24502

Dear Mr. Gifford:

COMEOHWLALTH OF VImSdsis
GoveEnHon's OFFicE

On Wednesday, August 20, 1969, after a night of

SEP 22 169

R. P G’Ffﬂﬂp }
September 19, 1969 ,

horror the like of which is not in the memory of contemporary
Virginisns, the Gensral Elsctric Company Mobile Radic Depart-
ment, recognized that due to the svents of the night that dis-
astar relief commmications in and out of the Nelsom County area

would bermonexistent.

Reproduced ebove is a small
portion of a very nice letter
received by CED General Man-
ager Dick Gifford from Gover-
nor Mills E. Godwin, document-
ing his apprecisticn for the
contributions of many Lynch-
burg General Electric people,
following the "night of hor=-
ror" in the Nelscn County
area August 20.

"The performance of the
General Electric Company, dur-
ing this disaster, was in
keeping with its outstanding
record as & fine corporate
citizen of the Commonwealth,"”
observed Governor Godwin in
his letter,

Citing Bob Johnston of MRD
Drafting for his leadership
role in the disaster communi-
cation network--involving the

‘—m

cooperation of the Lynchburg
Repeater Association, meny
OF emateur Yadio operators,
the C&P Telephone Company ,
and the Appalachian Power Co.
-=-a5 well as a number of
sales and service people in
the Richmond Regional Offices
of MRD, Governor Godwin said:

"For fear of possibly
omitting somecne's name who
performed yeoman service,

I will not attempt to list

gll those who did such
valiant and wvaluable work;

but to all of them, the

people of the Commonwealth

of Virginia are most epprecia-
tive. I can only say thanks
to all for a job well done.”

Thanking Governor Godwin
for hisz letter, Mr. Gifford
said:

GOVERNOR MILLS E. GODWIN, JR.

"I think you would want to
know that the response of
these individuals was spontan-
eous on their part. Having
been deeply involved in mobile
commnications, they were only
too aware of the service it
can render under such eircum-
stances, and were very gquick
to become involved in any way
they could help--and through
them to bring in the addition-
al resource of the amateur
radio operaters....l might
also add that each of the men
felt a great sense of ful-
fillment in being able to
render such service with its
very personal involvement unde
such tragic circumstances.

I'm sure this same team would
be ready to respond again
with equal Tervor upon any
other emergency reguest from
the State.”



Commoentrealth of Pivginia

GOVERNCR'S OFFICE

RICHMOND

Septenber 19, 1969

Me. . . Gifford

General Manager

Communicatlon Mystems Dlvicion
Cenceral Llectric Company
tountain Vicw Zoad

Lynchbur,;, Virginia Z4502

Dear Hr. Glfiord:

On Vednesday, August 20, 1969, after a aight of
hortor the like of whleh ic not in the memory of contemporary
Virginfons, the Gencral Llectric Company Monile Radio Depart-
ment, reco:aized thot due to the cveals of the aight that dius-
aster relief cowmmicatiouns {n and out of the ielyon Counably arca
would bompncukistent,

It is my vnderstanding that at the request of the
Cheeapeste and Potomac Tolephone Cowpany in Lynchbur;, the
Appalachiza Power Company was able to procure a heliconter and
£ly Ye. Feb Jobmson into Lovingston with povtable equipment thac
would work via & reseater owned by the Lyachburg Repeater Agso-
clation to another vait in the Lynchlury C & P olilces and thon
by land line to state Givil Defense headquarters and other dis=
acter relief ersamizations. The value of this 1link futo awd out
of lelson Conniy wae of loostimable valus.

Oor contact seople in Rlchmond, who belped cet wp thi.
eyatenm to the Virjiois Clvil sofeonse headouerters, were i, o, .
Gauldiusy, e, Fred Ghrlevephersen, liv. Dob Haper, aud Hr. !'‘cAdoo
Broinztos {throuih vhesse equipeent wi first made coutact Luto
this system).



Mr. R. P. Gifford
Page 2

September 19, 1269

On tha Lynchburz end of the clreult there vwerae
Lnvelved some chirty (30) amateur radio operators, nost
of whom are General Electric employeas as well as wembers
of the Lynchburp Repeater Asseociation,

Another valuable cervice was performed by Me. BL11
Beunatt, in conjunction with e, Georse Bishop, who also pro-
vided extra portable ground to ground and ground to air searcl
equipment which has aad seill is proving to be most valuablae.

The performance of the General LZlectric Company,
during this disaster, was in keeping with its outstanding
record as a fine corporate citizen of the Coumonwealth,

For fear of poszaibly omltting someona's name who
performed yeoman eexrvice, I will not attempt to list all those
wio did such valiant end valeable worly; but to all of tham,

the people of the Coumonwenlth of Virglania are most appraciative,

I can only say thanks to all for a job well dene.

Sincerely,

ec:  Mr., J. H, Metzger, Jr,
Vistrict Plant Managor
C & P Telephone Company
Lynchbawr:, Virsinia 24505

Me. Joe ', Gills
Executive Vice Presicent
Appalachian Pewer Comprny
Post Cffice Box 2021
Roaunoke, Virsinia 14009

Mr. Jawcs D, Amos
Trusteo

¥ wwsisatls



September 25, 1969

The Honorsble Millg B. Godwin, Jr.
Governor

Commonwealth of Virzinio

Richmond, Virginias 23219

Dear Governor Godwin:

You were most thoughtful to document your
appreciation for the contributions of many of our
people in the General Electric Mobile Radio
Department. I think you would want to lInow that the
response of these individuals was spontaneous on their
part. Heving been deeply involved in mobile communi-
cations, they were only too saware of the service it
can render under such cireumstsznces, and were very
quick to become involved in eny way they could help
-- and through them to bring in the additional resource
of the emateur radio operators.

As your letter notes, there was considerable
teemwork assist from the Appalschian Power Company
and the C & P Telephone Company, as well as the Lynch-
burg Repester Associstion -- » marvelous demonstreotion
of what diverse private end industrial resources can
do in such sm emergency.

I mizht also add thet each of the men felt a
great sense of fulfillment In beinz able to render
such service with its very personsl involvement under
such tragic circumstonces. I'm sure this seme tesm
would be reedy to respond egsin with esunl fervor upon
any other emerzency request from the State.



Governor Godwin
2
9/25/69
Again, speaking for these people, I want to

thank you for taking the time to extend your very
personal thanks.

Sincerely,

s RPG: H
ce: Mr. James D. Amos
Mr. Joe P. Gilis

Mr. J. H. Metzger, Jr.




COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS DIVISION
Lynchburg, Virginia
September 10, 1969

Messrs:

Jim Amos

Doug Baker

Ed Bolen

Dick Boswell
Don Brah

Bob Brown
Mac Rruington
Macon Carwile
Bob Chase

Ed Cox

Gentlemen:

Wayne Dalton
Ken Guthrie
Henry Holcomb
Bob Johnston
Tom McKee
Bob Martin
Fred Mann

Dan Murray
Harry Miller
Pete Lascell

Seymour Paul
George Rose
Dick Seifert
Carl Sensabaugh
Frank Spivey
Dennis Sweeney
Lyn White

The attached letter and my reply might well speak
for themselves, but I do want to add a special note of thanks

to you for your extra efforts. The satisfaction that each of
you must have enjoyed now spreads to our entire General Electric
team here in Lynchburg.

Sincerely,
QAH/
R. P. GIFFORD

RPG: H
attach.



THE CHESAPEAKE AND POTOMAC TELEPHONE COMPANY
oF VIRGIHIA

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA

OME
IO PLANY SARAN September 4, 1969 ﬂﬂ“'
Rep

Mr. Richard P. Gifford, - ('E‘f Y L

General Manager 525&

Communication Systems Division 9 {ﬂg

The General Electric Company fﬁ J

Mountain View Road, . G"FF

Lynchburg, Virginia 24502 ORrp

Dear Mr. Gifford:

My sincere thanks to the General Electrie Company for the use
of the PR-36 personal radio, as well as other radio equipment, and tech-
nical support during the first days of the recent flood disaster.

This equipment was part of a disaster communication network
based at our Timberlake Road Central Office. Many of the local amateur
radio operators who manned this system are General Electric employees.
These men came off vacation, rearranged work schedules and worked after
hours to keep the network in constant operation from 2:00 P.M. August 20,
1969 through 7:00 P.M. August 24, 1969. ;

The network handled messages from survivors, rescue and law
enforcement organizations, the Governor, both of Virginia's U. S.
Senators and the White House. The network was shut down only when
communication had been reestablished through normal channels and disaster
communication had been taken over by State and local agencies.

Some of the General Llectric employees who made a substantial
contribution through the use of equipment, technical support and their
time and talent are on the attached list.

You can be proud to have these men as part of the Genmeral
Electric family. They filled a vital need at a critical time in the
highest tradition of the Bell System Spirit of Service.

Sinceraly yours,

7774757
District Plant Mana /b\’

Abtachmonks



September 10, 1969

Mr. Je H. !‘Tﬂtﬂger* T

District Plant Monager

The Chesapeake snd Potomac Telephone
Company of Virgiania

Lynehburg, Virginia

Dear Mr. Metzger:

Thank you very much for your letter of appreciation
for the assistance lent by meny of our people during the firstc
doys of the recent flood disaster. I will extend your kind
thoughts to these people,

I usually find, however -- as I'm sure you do ~- that
people in the communication field are quite naturally pleased '
Lo heve an opportunity to bring forth their extra skills in behslf
of their fellow-mnn in times of energency. I daresay all of these
men enjoyed the opportunity to serve 2long with you and the entire
staff of The Chescpeaske ond Potomac Telephone Company in bringing
the first semblance of order out of chaos.

Again, theak you for providing us with a complete
record of their services.

Sincerely,

R. P. GIFFORD

RPG: H
BCC: M. C. Elcan
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New Book--"Torn Land”--Vividly
Describes Nelson County Flood

MANY GE EMPLOYEES WILL NEVER FORGET THE FATEFUL NIGHT OF
AUGUST 19-20, 1969; BOOK REFERS TO EFFORTS OF GE FPEOPLE

VOLUME 13 NUMEER 3 W
S TR

Tt's been said that almost
every American living at the
“ime of the attack on Pearl

on fAugust 20, for example,
when an employee called the

Harbor remembers what he was
ving on December T or B, the bridges over the James
when he first heard the Hiver would still be open
ting pews. The same when they left the plant at
ubtedliy holds true Tor L4:00 o'eclock...and we laughed
iy every Lynchburg GE at such a ridiculous guestion.
ploves, ..and indeed just As the dsy wore on, end more
bout everyone in this part end more frightening reports

began to trickle in, it
suddenly was no longer a
laughing matter! )

"Virginie...on August 20,
160, Bs we began to realize,
ever so slowly, how awful was
disaster a few miles to
the north of here.
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Devastation Described as "Incredible” in Flood-Stricken Areas

{OWEVER. . ."IF THERE'S ANYTHING TEEY DON'T MEED™ IN THE AREA...IT"S SPECTATORS AND CURIOSITY
SELFERE WITROUT SPECIFIC TASES; SUCH ACTIVITY INTERFERES WITH RESCUE AND REEABILITATION WORK

L n effart to determins
e _.‘.rr |:I:|L'.u."5 OE mod its
smployead alght make o fur-
ther contribution toward re-
lieving the distress In the
flood-raviged arens of Amkerst
and Helson Countles, & tour
bms been made by a tesn {rom
Enployes and Community Asla-
tlons to contact officials
mnd voluntesr vorkers ai vork
in the ares. The Tesn heard
much pralse and gratitude for
the afforts of so many people
vho nave helped oot alresdy,
and also a ples for spects=
tors and curiosity seaksrs
vithout specific tasks to
sty out of the ares. Todxy,
i pose by tomoTrow, &
space permlts, the Mewa will
pubiish photos and word ple-
tures brought back by tha
FECR TeAR.

BUBBLE AT THE BRIDCE AT MASSIE'S MILL provides mute testimony
of cthe destructica wrought by the flood waters in the early

mornlang bours of Asgust 20. Countless slmllar scesnss axlst.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 1971

{It was shortly after noon

News offiece to inguire whether

Te relive that fateful day,

=)

:

DUST JACKET OF “TORN LAND"
is a crayon and watercolor
representation of the flood.

through the memories of a few
of the individuals most deep-
ly involwved in the disaster
and the recovery effort, you
will want to read Torm Land,
by Paige and Jerry Simpson,
and published by J. P. Bell
Company, Lynchburg, October,
1970. The book, commissionad
by the Nelson County Chamber
of Commerce Book Committee,
is highly readable; many who
have read it have remarked,
"I ecouldn't put it down until
I had finished it."

It's highly controversial,
too, so this review is by no
means intended as an endorse-
ment of the book, or of the
opinions expressed by the
authors. Simpson and his
wife live in Waynesboro; he

{See ™TORN LAND,".....Page 2)

REMEMBER THIS ISSUE OF THE
NEWS a week after the flood?



TORN LAND: csvnans R {cﬂ”tiﬂuﬂdi

is & Journalist and novelist and
nssocinte state editor of The Daily
Frogresa in Charlottesville. Mra.
Simpson is a housewife.

The Simpsons deseribe the "earth-
dissolving downpour" as having been
spawned by Hurricene Camille, which
the Naticnal Hurricane Center has
culled "the greatest recorded storm
ever to hit & heavily populated area
of the Western Hemisphere."

THE ROLE OF GE COMMIDNICATIONS

Time ond again throughout Jorn
Iemd, there sre references to Lynch—
burg GCeneral Electric and its empleoy-
#es, For exampls, here are & fev
comments recorded in an interview
with Austin Embrey, clerk of Circuit
Court and elerk of the Board of
Guparvisors of Nelson County, inm
whicn he recalled the radic communi-
cetions set up by GE employses

Their communicatione did us an
awful lot of good. They brought their
] sith them. They had o real
They Kept
; it and expanding it mnd
They brought all this
suff in here, po charge, new stuflfl,
and cwer there at the Control Center
that stuff tock a beating with all
that dust stirred up everytime a
choppar omme in or tock off.”

Lem everywhere.

=xpanding 1t.

The book goes on to pote that
"Jeopite difficulties, Ceneral Elec-
trig voluntesrs set up radic commumi-
catlione at schools that sarved Bs
fgd and clothing distribution
pointe, at emergency offices in the
Court House, at remote village rescue
end rellef stations, wherever anyone
wanted them,"

Chapter o of Torm Land is devoted
to Clifford E. Wood, who, aa vies
chairman of the Nelson County Boerd
of Supervisors was the ranking lozal
authority for coordinating and
directing the county's opsration
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‘Governor Godwin Salutes Lynchburg General Electric People
For Assistance in Relief Communications in Recent Disaster

[P ==
- p——— B i ey
[ir— R ﬂ-l.rmm

. L T Oifferd
anaril Hensgar
Cemunicatlen Fyitems Divisias
Genrral Eimstis Cospany
Wantaln Vi ke
L] Liisiben g, PLrpisls

Dear Wr. Cifford:

FLL

On Uelswsday, Regasr PO, 1588, sfter & wight

hmrewr (e [he of which Ls ssc do che

throughout the emergency. Mr. Wood
makes I'reguant references to the

GE radic sgquipment and the GE
omployees who helped to man the
communiication system. He refers on
Fage 110 to & "ham radfo operator

by the name of Johnson" who was, of
eouris, HBob Johnston of MRD Drafting.

There's n salute, too, to the
Lynchburg Life Beving and Rescue
Squad headed by Kimball Glass,
boiler room operator here st the
Mountain View Flant. This reference
s on page 211. And, on page 217
the high-rise entenna installed by
OE volunteers is noted.

The #ev, John W. Gordom, Jr.,
potes in his interview,..ln Chapter
15 wvhich is devoted to him...that
"the GE plant in Lynchburg supplied
portable radios; and the crews could
telk to us with these. We used the
radios in the more lsclated places o
speed communications."” A similer

TRADTIHG POST

Unfurnished large one bed-
01ld Forest Hd. Elee.

For Rant:
room apt. .

heat. Call BhE-1931.
Wanted: Children to keep in my home,

1st or 264 shift, hot meals, refer-
ences. Timberleke area, Call 23T7-0091T.
.o O0-part, any cond. Call 237-0602
after 4:30 p.m.

Ride Wanted: From Greenbrier Apts.
to CAP, 7:30-h:00. Call BlLE-5339
after b:30 p.m.

For Sele: 'ST 1/2 ton pickup truck,

O eyl., custom cab, cle&n body, Dew
eeats, motor needs to be overhauled.
Call 8L5-6260 after 5:00 p.m.

+s.Canon FP-QL w/1.2 lens, also 35 mm/
2.8 Soligor wide angle elec. flash,
filter sat. 2¥ telextender. onlv used

T4T0 efter 5:00 p.m.

«++10 gal. aguarium w/air filter,
pump, heater, thermometer, divider,
breeder tank, reflector, fish net,
gravel, & fish. $22. Call 239-3165.
vesWalnut writing desk, 29" high,
top measures 24" x 5 ft., modern
design. $35. Call 239-L653 after 5.
+v."68 BS Chevelle, 396 eng., 325
hep.y 35,000 mi. $L00, Take over
paymente of 17 months.Call 352-T08L.
...Royel elec. typewriter, 13" car-
riege, cerbon & febric ribbon, elite,
clean, perfect cond. $135. Call
230=0708.

.++Cholce beef by the half, 65¢/1b.,
cut, wrapped & frogen. Call 239-0911.
+»-GE double door refrig./freeter,

18 cu. ft., good cond. Call BLT-WTT1.

3  GOVERMOR MILLS E. CODWIN, JR.

acknowledgement of GE eguipment is
made in Chapter 17 by Jomes L. Tribble
of the State Office of Civil Defense.

The efforts of Lynchburg General
Elsctric and its employees were
scknowladged also by Major General
Alfred E. Denniston, at the time
ecoordinator of Civil Defense and
Mrector of Emergeney Planping for the
Commonweelth of Virginia, im a report
to the U. 5. Benate's special sub-
committee ON disaster relisf of the
Committes on Publie Works, inm & hearing
held in Roancke on Feb. 1 and 2, 1970.
This reference appears on page LZ1 of
Torn Land.

Earlier, the suthors had noted, on
page 400 that "communications, except
for telephone, were by far the greatest
problem encountered during the flood-
ing." Then, they noted Gensral Elec-
tric Company's loan of Porta Mobil
units which helped mlleviate this
problem.

% F R RSB EE N

There is, of course, much, much
Jore of interest in Jorm Loid in addi-
;ion to the references to GE. But
shere's a special bit of food for
thought for everyone--and especially
Lynchburg GE people——in & couple of
juotes from Nelson County Sheriff
¥William H. Whitehend. These quotes
appear on pages 168 mnd 160 of the
book :

"Lask of commmioation ta a bad
thing., I'm not talking juet about
electronic commmication. I mean
between people, whether 1t's by radie,
telephons or fase to face.

"rhe lack of commmication i@ a



